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Agenda • COVID-19 State of the State
• Next Wave of Challenges
• Open Discussion











The Next Wave of Challenges



Muhammad Salman Ashraf, MBBS
Associate Professor in the Division of 
Infectious Diseases, Department of 
Internal Medicine
University of Nebraska Medical Center



COVID-19 Prevention and Containment in PA/LTC 
Settings: Nebraska ICAP Experience

Muhammad S. Ashraf, MBBS

Medical Director, 
Nebraska Infection Control Assessment and Promotion Program

Associate Professor, 
Division of Infectious Diseases

University of Nebraska Medical Center

Email: salman.ashraf@unmc.edu
Twitter: @M_Salman_Ashraf



Speaker Disclosures

Dr. Ashraf: Received funding for investigator initiated study 
from Merck & Co., Inc., 



Nebraska ICAP
Nebraska Infection Control Assessment and Promotion Program

• A joint effort of UNMC, Nebraska Medicine and NE DHHS, supported by the Nebraska 
DHHS HAI program.

• Established in 2015

• Assess infection prevention and control programs in various healthcare facilities.

• Identify facility specific infection control gaps and make evidence-based 
recommendations for improvement.

• Analyze collective gaps and design mitigation strategies for improvement throughout 
the state.



Nebraska ICAP- Pre-COVID Activities

• Assessed over 150 facilities 
• Acute Care Hospitals 
• Long Term Care Facilities 
• Dialysis Centers
• Ambulatory/Surgical/Outpatient Centers
• Dental Clinics
• Ebola Assessment Centers 

• Introduced a training program for infection preventionists working in PA/LTC setting with the option to receive “certificate 
of knowledge validation”. (Similar training programs were updated for acute-care and ambulatory-care settings).

• Initiated a mentorship program for new or inexperienced long-term care infection preventionists

• Assisted healthcare facilities with control of HAI and MDROs outbreak

• Worked with Nebraska ASAP (https://asap.nebraskamed.com/) to support healthcare facilities in strengthening their ASP 

• Introduced new training program for dialysis facilities also last year

• A website (https://icap.nebraskamed.com) was developed to share resources, tools and guidance.

https://asap.nebraskamed.com/
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/


Prevention and Containment of COVID-19 in Nebraska LTCF
Nebraska LTCF COVID-19 Programmatic Elements

• Weekly Educational Webinars with significant time devoted to question and answer
• Include panelists from various stakeholder organizations
• Use DHHS inventory of facilities and contacts to distribute call information
• Post invitation, slides, and transcript from each week

• Daily “Office Hours” staffed by infection preventionists

• Tele-ICAR assessments and feedback

• Coordinating on-site technical support visits conducted by Nebraska Medicine 
biocontainment team members (as part of NETEC program)

• One-on-one mentoring calls to PA/LTCF with COVID-19 cases (focus on all infection control 
measures, assistance with contact tracing efforts, testing and cohorting guidance etc)



https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/04/Cohorting-Plan-for-LTCF-4.17.20.pdf















Nebraska ICAP is now on Facebook!
• This platform will be used to disseminate IPC training information to frontline staff.
• The staff will also be able to receive training certificates for participating in those programs when it is launched 

and announced on the Facebook.
• All healthcare facilities in Nebraska are being contacted by ICAP to forward this information to their staff.



Coronavirus Commission Safety and Quality in Nursing Home Final Report – September 2020



COVID-19 & Flu 
Preparation



Where are we 
going?



Open Discussion



Questions & 
Comments

Diane Sanders-Cepeda, DO, CMD
diane_sanders-cepeda@uhc.com



400 Executive Center Drive, Suite 208
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
www.fmda.org; www.bestcarepractices.org

This meeting has been recorded and will be available at www.fmda.org/journalclub.php

http://www.fmda.org/
http://www.bestcarepractices.org/
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